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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that Rep. Solomon's controversial proposal to prohibit the                EPA from dredging PCB contaminated soil until further studies are                complete, has been blocked by Senate negotiators during a meeting                late last night. The effort was blocked by House/Senate Conferees                during final negotiations of the transportation authorizing bill                which is expected to be voted on today.              

Rep. Solomon attempted to insert his proposal into the conference                report by sneaking it into the report before final vote of the House                of Representatives today. The amendment would have forced delays                by preventing dredging of polluted waterways in New York and Massachusetts                until government scientists have completed a two-year study now                underway.

"This is just another example of an anti-environmental measure                sneaked into a bill at the last minute, which has been typical of                this Republican Congress. Fortunately, Senate negotiators saw the                provision for what it was -- a blatant attempt to delay cleaning-up                the Housatonic River," Olver said.

"Once again, Republicans are trying to pass unpopular legislation                through the back door. What they know won't pass out in the open                on the House floor, they are attempting to slip into the conference                reports during late night meetings. I am pleased that the Conferees                prevented this amendment from complicating the passage of a critically                important transportation infrastructure improvement bill."              

Additionally, Republican members are currently attempting to insert                last minute proposals to weaken clean-air standards and delay efforts                to reduce haze over the national parks.

The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21), formerly                known as ISTEA or BESTEA, is expected to be passed by a House vote                today. TEA 21 is a six-year authorizing bill that funds the nation's                highways, bridges, mass transit systems and bicycle pathways.
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